figures are clear and plentiful. Some overlap between chapters does occur but the book is reasonably easy to read. Each author reviews extensively the literature pertinent to the topic and offers guidelines based on this review, which makes the manual a more helpful and satisfying read than many texts which merely review without committing to an opinion on "how to do it". Guidelines are flexible without reverting to a "recipe" style approach.
The first chapter, entitled "Risk Assessment and Risk Modification", firmly puts the book in perspective, emphasizing the dependence of outcomes on multiple factors, which include the experience of operators and the systems factors specific to the site.
The book goes on to discuss preoperative testing followed by chapters dealing with specific systems, the Paediatric Patient, Psychiatric Issues, and some miscellaneous and anaesthetic issues. Chapters 17 to 19 deal with the organization of a preoperative evaluation centre, development of practice guidelines and preoperative data management. These chapters are very practical in their approach, and while possibly biased toward a North American and hospital-based approach, have useful concepts which will be thoughtprovoking for most interested readers.
The final chapter consists of a number of case studies, in an attempt to embrace the shift towards "problem-orientated learning".
The attempt by this book to have an evidencebased approach to preoperative assessment and management and the inclusion of organizational guidelines make it a relevant and up-to-date reference when increasingly anaesthetists have to embrace the advantages and disadvantages of same day admission for surgery. The concepts it introduces are useful as a starting point for those wishing to organize their practice to meet the challenges of new demands on the anaesthetist by hospitals and surgeons, and parts of the book could be thought-provoking for those contemplating research in preoperative assessment and management.
This book represents reasonable value for money at $U.S.39.95, and while not a "must have", I feel it would make an interesting addition to both personal and departmental libraries.
S The authors, Anita Holdcroft and Trevor Thomas, are two well-known English anaesthetists who have collaborated to produce a textbook based on the title and concepts developed over five classic editions by J. Selwyn Crawford, the guru of British obstetric anaesthesia, who died in 1989. They have maintained the same easy and highly readable style of their predecessor and covered their subject comprehensively. All the expected chapters are included, but in addition there is useful information on Immunity and Infection, Drug Abuse, Fetal Medicine and Obstetric Complications.
There are numerous tables, flow charts and figures included in the text and these are mostly extremely clear and concise. I have only two minor criticisms. One is that some of the references in a couple of chapters are a little dated, although this does provide a certain quaintness at times; for instance a reference from 1963 informs the reader that "A water load drunk by a parturient in a standing position appears as an increased leg volume of 500-600 ml".
The descriptions of the various anaesthetic techniques are very thorough and precise, but I would like to have seen adrenaline included in the list of drugs recommended in the treatment of total spinal block.
The publishers appear to be uncertain exactly whom this book is aimed at, with the back cover suggesting that "this is a book for the specialist in obstetric anaesthesia", whereas their web site claims "this book is aimed primarily at trainees". In fact, as the authors state, this book will be useful for both registrars "as well as those with a more profound interest in obstetric anaesthesia". The relatively high price may deter trainees from buying their own volume, so that departmental libraries may have to buy more than one copy! It will be essential reading. Selwyn Crawford would have been proud of the "birth" of this new classic.
C The text contains a well-balanced presentation of both medical and surgical intensive care issues. By setting small content areas in a large number of chapters, individual topics can be located and covered in a short period. The editors and authors are overwhelmingly North American, and this is reflected in the content, though the overall medical-surgical balance is more appropriate to a general ICU than some other American texts. Despite a large number of authors there is little unnecessary duplication of content and writing styles are complementary. The grouping and sequencing of subject areas is well done and has been improved in several areas compared with the third edition. References are comprehensive and diagrams are generally well presented.
Considering its publication only three years after release of the previous edition, there has been a moderate degree of revision. Some chapters appear to have been quite extensively rewritten, while others are near-identical to those in the third edition. A number of chapters have been deleted and their contents subsumed into other areas; some topics have been presented as new chapters.
With few references dated after 1996, there have been developments in basic sciences and clinical practice which are not reflected in the text-a consequence of the time involved in coordinating such a large number of authors, I suspect. As with prior editions of Intensive Care Medicine there is a lamentable absence of any paediatric component.
Overall this is an excellent general reference text in adult intensive care. Access to a copy would be valuable for those preparing for the Faculty Examination though cost and the need for supplemental study materials in paediatric critical care may preclude individual ownership. As a reference for a general ICU library it is highly recommended.
M This is an excellent book reflecting current international practice in paediatric anaesthesia. It contains 23 chapters addressing all areas of practice including the immediate recovery period, immediate postoperative intensive care, pain management in children and the issues surrounding day-stay surgery and anaesthesia and sedation outside the operating room.
The editors and the 33 contributors, one third from the staff of The Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital, London and the remainder from Europe, Australia, U.S.A. and Canada, have achieved their aims as stated in the preface to the second edition of this book and have produced a book which is "a readily accessible and readable source of information on modern paediatric anaesthesia to help anaesthetists, including trainees, to understand the problems that the specialty presents, together with suggested methods of management. It is hoped that general anaesthetists with an interest in children will find much of value in the book, and will be helped to identify those areas of practice that may best be managed in specialized centres. The specialist anaesthetist will find it a useful reference text."
As stated, "The advice given is of a largely practical nature." The contributors "have been carefully selected because of their ability to express themselves clearly and give sound, safe advice."
It will be a welcome addition to both personal and departmental libraries. It is good value for money and in one text includes information that in our current departmental library would require several texts. A minor criticism is some inaccurate numbering of reference citations at the end of several chapters.
M Peripheral Nerve Blocks is a text and colour atlas written in a "handbook" style. It comprises four major sections detailing general concepts, single injection, continuous infusion and paediatric blocks. The book has contributions from many authors and is comprehensive in the range of blocks described. It is a concise, well-written text with great appeal to the student and experienced operator alike. Practical technique, anatomical landmarks and detailed illustrations or photographs are used to describe each block. The authors also include "practical tips" for each block, which reflects their practical experience, and proves very useful for the reader. Several approaches are discussed including the use of
